The Southern Cross School
English Department

The Outsiders 

Chapters 1 and 2 – Questions

1. Research about the author, Susan E. Hinton. Find out:

· How old was Susan Hinton when she wrote The Outsiders?

·  What were her motivations to write this novel?

2. Who are the characters presented in the first and second chapters? Name and describe them in the following way:
	Name:                                                    

	Physical Characteristics:



	Psychological Features:



	Relationship with main character: 


Add a drawing of each character if you like.
3. Vocabulary: Find these words in Chapter 1 and try to explain their meaning in your own words. If you can´t, look them up in a dictionary and write the definition. The number of the page is indicated in parenthesis to make your work easier.
a. loned (p. 2) 





b. hollering (p. 2) 




c. grinning/grins (p. 2)


 
d. get jumped (p. 2) 



e. madras shirt (p 5)





f. mugged (p 5)





g. slugged (p. 6)

 



h. a blade (p. 6)



 

i. gasping (p. 7)

j. reckless (p. 9)




k. to bawl (p 9)

l. lean (p 10)

m. cocky (p 11) 
n. tagalong (p. 11) 
o. bugged (p. 11)
p. wisecracker (p. 11)
q. hood (p. 13)
r. a rumble (p. 13) 
s. the cooler (p. 15)




t. dig (p. 16)
u. getting boozed up (p. 17)
4. What are the geographical and historical settings of the novel? (where and when the story takes place).
5. “Greasers” and “Socks”: define these concepts according to the novel.
6. Topics that go along with the novel.  Write a couple of paragraphs (about 80 words) for each question, stating your impressions on the following:

· In your opinion, what is the role of the school in relation with the young world? 

· If you were an authority in your city, how would prevent teenage violence and juvenile delinquency?

7. Ponyboy likes Paul Newman. Who was he?

8. What does it mean to be “an outsider”, both in the novel and in general?

9. In what way do you identify yourself or not with the term “an outsider”?
10. Gangs or social groups in Chile and USA. Explain and describe them.
This worksheet must be answered in your copybooks. It will be checked by your teacher when we start classes.
