The Southern Cross School
English Department

8th Grade


The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole aged 13 3/4

Before reading…

· The main character is a thirteen-year-old English boy who is in eighth grade. What do you think are some of the problems that he will face? Are they the same problems that you face as a teenager?
· Think of all the differences that there are between life in the present and life in the early 1980’s. List all the differences (cultural, political, technological, etc.) that you can think of.

Read Adrian’s diary from January to March and answer the following questions.

1. What do you think about Adrian’s New Year resolutions? Explain your answer.

2. Why does Adrian call himself an “intellectual”? Do you agree with him?

3. Adrian’s mother is far from perfect or typical. Make a list of at least 3 things that you would expect a normal mother to do and another list of the typical things that Adrian’s Mom does. 
4. Who is Pandora?

5. Who is Bert Baxter and what is his relationship with Adrian?

6. What happens on Valentine’s Day?

7. Who is Barry Kent? 

8. What is a “paper round”?

9. Why does Adrian feel his parents abuse of him?

10.  What happens when Adrian’s parents divorce?

11. Why does Adrian start to feel suspicious about his mother’s feelings towards Mr. Lucas?

This worksheet must be answered in your copybooks. It will be checked by your teacher when we start classes.
